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In Wait
A COLLABORATION BY ARTISTS
FROM THE FULL CIRCLE ART COLLECTIVE

In Wait is a visual collaboration by seven members of The Full Circle Art
Collective and is a contemplative response to their personal experiences.
A culture that responds admiringly to action tends to view abeyance as
a limited and inadequate response, assigning language to it that is often
characterized by victimhood and weakness. However, sometimes the most
onerous test is endured in quietude, and the most persevering meaning
unfolds only in latency.
To complement the artwork, a short video was created that documents
the progressive stages of development of the project along with interview
clips featuring the participating artists.
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In Homer’s Odyssey, Penelope, wife of Odysseus, finds herself besieged by suitors
during her husband’s long absence.
Penelope announces that she must weave a shroud before she can wed again.

She weaves during the day, and at night she and her maids unravel her work, thus
never completing the shroud and allowing her to find a resolution in waiting.
Unlike Odysseus, who moves heroically in the outer world, Penelope’s life is
characterized by inwardness.
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Her task of weaving is
solitary, but communal in
its unravelling. This
rhythmical process of
cyclical transformation is
not a passive act.

The wait becomes
a meditative state
akin to the process of
art-making. Initially a
solitary event, through
community interaction it
transforms and contains
what is universal to all
the members of the
community.
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The collective construction of each piece became an exciting multilayered journey in image-making and exchanging of ideas. The physical
process of creation went hand in hand with a communal weaving of both
individual and collective narratives. The artists contemplated individually
and communally what narratives are created as we actively wait … for the
tide to turn, crises to pass, re-establishment of connections, emotional
awakening, coming to terms with aging and eventually death. The question
became one of identity-making: “Who am I when I wait?”
As the project progressed, the recurring imagery, symbols, and
metaphors that emerged within the pieces provided the threads that
expanded our individual ideas into a visual tapestry of the universal
condition—waiting.
The project consists of over 200 multimedia works on paper (Arches
Cover) mounted on 12" x 12" cradle boxes. Techniques range from printmaking and watercolour to acrylics and collage. All materials are archival,
and the works are varnished for protection and meet museum-quality
standards.
In Wait is scheduled to be exhibited at the Maple Ridge Art Gallery in
March/April, 2014.
Texts provided by The Full Circle Art Collective.
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